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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

Art. XVII .—Summary of the Transactions of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia. 

1812. Feb. 21. Excision of the Knee. — Dr. John Ashhcrst, Jr., exhi¬ 
bited a patient on whom he had performed an excision of the knee at the 
Episcopal Hospital nearly a year previously. The patient was a girl of 
eleven years, who at the age of five had suffered from smallpox, follow¬ 
ing which she had arthritis of both elbows, and of the right knee-joint. 
In the elbows, the disease terminated in firm anchylosis, and, the joints 
being flexed at convenient angles, she enjoyed very good use of her upper 
limbs. In the knee, however, the arthritis recurred from time to time, the 
last acute attack having been about two months before the date of the 
patient’s entrance to the Hospital, and the appearance of the joint when 
she was admitted being very characteristic of advanced disease of the arti¬ 
culation. The knee was flexed to a right angle and very much swollen, 
the subcutaneous veins en¬ 
larged, and the tibia dislo¬ 
cated backwards and out¬ 
wards. The joint was 
tender on pressure and 
painful when moved, and 
the patient thin and ante- 
mic. Excision was per¬ 
formed on Feb. 28, 18T1, 
by means of a single trans¬ 
verse incision, the condyles 
of the femur, articulating 
surface of the tibia, and pa¬ 
tella being removed. Five 
or six small vessels were 
secured with ligatures, and 
the wound closed with wire 
sutures and lightly dressed 
with oiled lint, while the 
whole limb was firmly fixed 
upon a bracketed poste¬ 
rior splint, which was not 
changed until some time in 
the fourth week. Conva¬ 
lescence was retarded by a 
profuse epistaxis which oc¬ 
curred a few days after the 
operation, leaving the patient blanched and exhausted, by rather profuse 
suppuration (several abeesses having formed above the site of excision), 
and by a troublesome diarrhoea which beginning in the month of April 
continued at intervals through the summer and at one time became a 


Fig. 1. Fig 2. 
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really serious complication. Firm bony union was completed about the 
third or fourth month, but several superficial sinuses persisted and did 
not entirely heal until three or four weeks ago. The patient now (Feb. 
1872) walks readily, without any assistance whatever, though of course 
with a perceptible limp, due to the shortening which is found by mea¬ 
surement to be an inch and three-quarters. She has grown considerably 
since the operation, and is now fat and hearty, and in her present condi¬ 
tion offers a very satisfactory evidence of the great advantages to be 
derived from this branch of conservative surgery. 

Photographs were exhibited, showing the appearance of the patient 
before the operation and at the present time. (See figs. 1 and 2.) 

April 17. Lacerations produced by a Lion; Death in forty-eight hours 
from Traumatic Gangrene. —Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., reported the fol¬ 
lowing case: J. W., aged 25, a professional lion-tamer, engaged with a 
menagerie now exhibiting in the outskirts of the city, was rehearsing his 
part on the afternoon of Tuesday, April 2, 1872, and had placed his 
head in the lion’s month, when the animal unexpectedly closed his jaws; 
the by-standers rushed to the rescue, and with clubs and iron bars, forced 
the wild beast to loose his hold, when, had his victim made his escape, 
he would have got off with moderately severe lacerations of the face ; un¬ 
happily, however, either falling in the cage, or, as other accounts have 
represented, voluntarily returning with a mad determination to obtain 
the mastery, the unfortunate man again came within the lion’s grasp, 
was quickly struck down, and the monster’s jaws again closed, this time 
upon the fleshy part of the victim’s right thigh. Again the wild beast 
was driven off, and his conquered conqueror was dragged from the cage, 
bleeding profusely, and seeming more dead than alive. This was about 
four o’clock in the afternoon, and the wounded man was taken to a neigh¬ 
bouring tavern, from which he was brought, a little before midnight, to 
the Episcopal Hospital. When admitted, the jtatient was in a state of 
profound shock; there were several lacerations about the lower part of 
the face and chin, the largest wound having laid open the right cheek 
into the mouth, while on either side of the. right thigh were numerous 
irregular and jagged openings, 1 varying in length from a few lines to 
two inches, or even more ; these wounds appeared to be of great depth, 
the muscles of the limb having been evidently torn up and mangled in 
a frightful manner, though the bone, and, as far as could be ascertained, 
the femoral artery, seemed to have escaped injury. 

I did not see the patient until about 2 P.M., April 3, when I found 
him in a manifestly hopeless condition. His pulse was extremely feeble 
and running at the rate of 172 beats to the minute, his respirations being 
about 40 in the minute, while his injured thigh was enormously swollen, 
emphysematous and crackling from the gaseous products of decomposi¬ 
tion, and discharging profusely from its various wounds a bloody, sani- 
ous, and very offensive fluid ; it was, in fact, in that condition, known to 
surgical writers as true “ traumatic, or spreading gangrene.” This con¬ 
dition had come on during the night (as I am informed by Dr. Simes, 
the house-surgeon), and, therefore, in less than eighteen hours from the 
time of the patient's injury. 

I saw the patient again the next day, when he was evidently mori- 

1 These had been carefully sewed up by a Homoeopathic practitioner who attended 
the patient before his admission to the hospital. 



